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Emereo Classics, Australia, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Nine lovely, tragic tales, the nine magically airy yarns in this collection
are definitely enchanting stories. The Happy Prince and The Selfish Giant are perhaps the most famous of the
nine. In the first story, the golden statue of a prince weeps for all the suffering people he sees and begs a
swallow to strip him of his riches and distribute them to the masses. In the second tale, a giant builds a wall
around his beautiful garden to keep out the noisy children, only to find out that he has also locked out the
Spring. The Young King is a variation on the theme of A Happy Prince. When a young monarch learns of the
suffering and misery caused by his requirement for a robe, a crown, and a sceptre, he refuses to handle any of
these riches and is given a more fitting raiment by a Divine Power. Keeping with the royal theme is The Star-
Child, about a beautiful but horrible young boy whose physical appearance grows to match his ugly spirit.
Another little bird appears in The Nightingale and the Rose, to help a young man win the heart of the woman
he loves. The stories themes include beauty, tragedy, agony, compassion, innocence, and (Platonic) love. Some
characters give their lives, or sell their souls, in the name of love. There are also the same archetypes that
appear in dreams: the Divine Child, the Trickster, the Wise Old Man or Woman, the Number 3, and more. Add all
this to Wildes delicate writing and gilded imagination, and you get some of the most original tales ever written.
Though most of these stories end happily, all...
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