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Dr. Leshner. | recognize you for five minutes. STATEMENT OF DR. ALAN |. LESHNER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF-FICER,
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE ESHNER Dr. L. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Dr.
Ehlers, thank you for your leadership in convening this hearing, and thank you for the invitation for us to
testify. As you know, the American Association for the Advancement of Science ( AAAS ) is the worlds largest
multi-disciplinary scientific society, and we are the publishers of the well-known journal Science. Our
involvement in education extends from pre-kindergarten through postgraduate, and into the careers of the
scientific work-force. We have a long history of efforts to increase the participation of girls and young women,
and to enhance the status of women in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. The first woman
President of AAAS was elected in 1970, and since that time, 35 percent of those in the presidential line have been
distinguished women. In 1973, AAAS created both an office of and a committee on opportunities in science, and
their activities continue today. | am very pleased to note that since the early days of advocacy and action
related to women in STEM fields, the levels of enroll-ment and degrees awarded have overall increased
dramatically. At K - 12 levels, participation gaps between males and females have disappeared in such courses
as chemistry, advanced algebra, and pre-calculus mathematics. This, then, has affected womens course taking
and professional aspirations at undergraduate and higher levels. As one...
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