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Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford, June 12, 1903 The nature of matter has been regarded by philosophers from many
points of view, but it is not from any philosophic standpoint that I presume in this University to ask you to
consider the subject under my guidance. It is because new views as to the structure and properties of what used
to be called the ultimate atom are now being born, and because these views, whether they succeed in ultimately
establishing themselves in every detail or not, are of surpassing interest, that I have chosen this very recently
deciphered chapter of science as the subject-matter for the lecture to be given this year in remembrance of a
man whom I knew as a friend, and whose mind, if he had been alive to-day, would have been widely open to
these most modern developments of Physical Science. Nor would the admittedly speculative character of some
of the hypotheses now being thrown out have deterred him from hearing about them with the keenest interest.
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