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Original publisher: Asheville, N. C. : U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Forest Service, Southern Research Station, 2003
OCLC Number: (OCoLC)59664454 Subject: Forest ecology -- Southern States. Excerpt: . . . SUMMARY REPORT
Wildlife The combined effect of deforestation, fragmentation, and urbanization threat-ens wildlife resources.
The most significant wildlife challenge in the interface is conserving, managing, and restoring habitat.
Urbanization not only fragments habitat, but also severs wildlife migration routes. Maintaining migration
routes, corridors, and quality habitats will be necessary for many species survival. One successful strategy has
been to establish core habitat reserves where human influ-ences are reduced. Urbanization creates edge
habitats while removing the interior forest habitat necessary for many wildlife species. Because of this, some
wildlife species popula-tions are increasing and others are decreasing. White-tailed deer, for example, have
been shown to thrive in edge habitats, posing serious management chal-lenges, such as responding to
complaints of deer browse in gardens and on orna-mental landscapes. Wildlife managers must be aware of
such concerns, adapt appropriate management strategies, and keep abreast of local attitudes towards wildlife
conservation and management. Social Issues As an area is transformed from rural to urban, the economics,
politics, struc-ture, and quality of life of a community change. If resource professionals are to be effective in
managing the wildland-urban interface, they must understand such changes and their human effects.
Urbanization alters the economics of land management. Trees become more valued for nonconsumptive social
and ecological benefits than as commodities ( fig. 9 ). Return on investment comes more from a propertys
commercial or resi-dential potential than for its standing timber. Closeness to urban markets permits many
landowners to profit from nontimber products such as fruits and me. . . This item ships...
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