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THE TEMPLE AT AYIA IRINI: STATUES PT. 1 (HARDBACK)

American School of Classical Studies at Athens, United States, 1986. Hardback. Book Condition: New. Volume II
ed.. 305 x 229 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. This volume presents the remarkable terracotta
statues excavated at the site of Ayia Irini in the 1960s. Beginning with the first trench and continuing through
three more campaigns, these figures were recovered in fragments from almost all rooms of the temple; they
now represent 40 statues by conservative estimate; all women, they wear short-sleeved jackets, heavy girdles,
and full skirts. Some are as large as life size, and most wear necklaces or garlands. The date (Late Minoan
IB/Late Helladic II, with a single Mycenaean exception) is earlier than that of any known, other than a few
Cretan fragments of large scale but diGerent construction. The author describes the discovery and construction
of the statutes and then presents a catalogue of the fragments in detail and fully illustrated. Five stratigraphic
sections accompany the tables of findspots. The fragments are divided into nine groups according to form and
construction, followed by five groups of unassigned fragments (heads, torsos, skirts, arms, various). The life-
size Mycenaean statue, constructed in a more familiar coil technique used for pithoi, is catalogued separately.
At the end is a group of terracotta feet (Late Minoan IA or earlier), found outside the temple and originally
complete in themselves.
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