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stately oak chair. One of her hands lay palm upward on her white lap; in the other, which drooped over the
arm of the chair, she clasped a young rose dark red amid its leaves-an inverted torch of love. Old-fashioned
glass doors behind her reached from a high ceiling to the floor; they had been thrown open and the curtains
looped apart. Stone steps outside led downward to the turf in the rear of the house. This turf covered a lawn
unroughened by plant or weed; but over it at majestic intervals grew clumps of gray pines and dim-blue, ever
wintry firs. Beyond lawn and evergreens a flower garden bloomed; and beyond the high fence enclosing this,
tree-tops and house-tops of the town could be seen; and beyond these-away in the west-the sky was naming
now with the falling sun.
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