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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XXVII LINCOLN S FIRST INAUGURATION For six
weeks or more previous to Lincoln s departure from Springfield on February 11, 1861, to take the oath of office
as President, the newspapers of the country had been filled with threats of secession, rumors of revolutions,
stories of plots to seize Washington and burn the public buildings, and to prevent the counting of the electoral
votes and the inauguration of the new President. The journey was begun amid wide-spread popular uneasiness
about the personal safety of Lincoln. Whether he himself shared it or not is only a matter of conjecture.
Herndon records that he was filled with gloomy forebodings of the future as he was taking leave of his family
and friends, that he said to him that the sorrow of parting from his old associates was deeper than most
persons would imagine, but it was more marked in his case because of the feeling which had become
irrepressible that he would never return alive. This does not imply that he anticipated immediate danger. In
describing his departure and the circumstances attending his farewell speech, Hay and Nicolay write: As the
conductor paused with his hand lifted to the bell-rope, Mr. Lincoln appeared on the platform of the car, and
raised his hand to command attention. The bystanders bared their heads to the falling snowflakes, and,
standing thus, his neighbors heard his voice for the last time, in the city of his home, in...
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