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illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: . . . the whole extent of the latter. A septic cellulitis starting in the foot may rapidly
travel through this spongy continuous sheet of cellular tissue until it infects the whole limb. A post-peritoneal
cellulitis starting as a retrocecal infection may culminate in a perinephritis perihepatic or phrenic abscess.
Recalling the fact that this sub-peritoneal structure extends as vaginal processes along the blood vessels and
nerves, passing from the abdomen into the thorax, we have an explanation of the extension of suppuration
from the abdomen or pelvis into the chest; how, for example, appendicial pus may be coughed up. and. on the
other hand, how an empyema of the pleura may point to the thigh, or a wounded thoracic duct result in
pointing in the thigh or groin, by traveling along through this spongy connective tissue | have seen
postperitoneal appendicial abscesses open in the middle line of the abdominal wall, on the buttocks simulating
suppuration in the hip joint, and through the inguinal canal into the scrotum. A few nights ago, as | took my
seat in a street car, the conductor said: Doctor, you do not know me. He then reminded me that | had treated
him twelve or fifteen years ago for abscesses in his abdominal walls (supposed iliac or lumbar abscess). His
case so aptly illustrates post-cecal suppuration from appendicitis. and the wide range over which the pus may
travel, that | have asked him to come before you. Let us go back to...
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