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of the Sick Poor, During the Late Epidemic; And on the Subject, Generally, of the Public Health, 1839: To Which Is
Annexed the Report of the Commissioners of the Temporary Hospital In every case, moreover, in which relief
was granted, it was strictly confined either to the procurement of nurses, and medical attendance, or to small
donations of money for the purchase of articles indispensably necessary to the patient. In every case, too, in
which nurses and other attendants were employed, they were engaged upon the cheapest terms upon which
their services could be obtained, it having been a ruling principle with me to render the expenditure as little
onerous as possible, consistently with the eFectual attainment of the great object of the charity. The whole
number of individuals, to whom relief was administered in this way, was seventeen, and the whole amount
expended, one hundred and ninety-seven dollars, twenty-five cents. But whilst relief was extended in this
manner to afflicted individuals or families, in different and generally distant parts of the city, I could not but feel
that this mode of operation was highly unsatisfactory, if not wholly ineFectual, not only from the fact that
cases where seldom brought to my notice till they were past recovery, but also from the diFiculty of procuring
nurses and other attendants in suFicient time, and particularly from my inability to ascertain whether the
engagements of the persons employed were faithfully performed, or whether the pecuniary donations were
strictly applied to those for whose benefit they were intended. Under those circumstances, it occurred to me
that the laudable and...
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