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Grin Verlag Mrz 2010, 2010. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 231x144x15 mm. This item is printed on demand
- Print on Demand Titel. - English is the language of commerce and tourism, of international politics, of science,
the official language of international and multinational companies and industries, the language of air traffic
control, of international news agencies, of mass entertainment, of computers and of the Internet. It is assumed
that about a quarter of the world s population is already fluent or competent in English (that means around
1,5 billion people) and that there is a total of 75 territories where English has a special place in society. These
regions can be divided according to the status they give English: Either they have English as a native language,
as a second or official language or as a foreign language. This classification is visualized by the so-called
Three-circle-model: The inner circle compromises those countries where English is the primary language of
communication and is learnt as a native language by the majority of the population. It includes the United
States, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. The outer or extended circle
represents the countries where English plays an important role in a non-native setting. In many cases these are
former British colonies where the English language is part of the countries leading institutions and of various
other domains. This circle includes India, Malawi, Singapore and 50 other territories. The expanding circle
involves those countries in which English is learnt as a lingua franca by many people. These countries neither
have a history of colonization nor have they given English any administrative status. Such countries are
Germany, Japan, Israel and a growing number of other states. Fennel (2004) divides the global spreading of
English that has lead to its status as...
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